
 8. Independent Journalism Centre, 1 place from July, 1 place 

 from Sep for 10-12 months 

 

 PROJECT ENVIRONMENT 

PROJECT ENVIRONMENT: 

Independent Journalism Centre office is situated in the capital of Moldova - Chisinau. 

Chisinau is the main administrative, economic, scientific and cultural centre of Moldova. The 

city has just over 700,000 inhabitants and the whole metropolitan area is roughly one million 

inhabitants. In terms of number of inhabitants, Chisinau is the largest city of the country. 

Chisinau is divided into five administrative sectors: Botanica, Buiucani, Center, Ciocana and 

Riscani. It is often referred to as the greenest city in Europe due to the high proportion of 

well maintained green spaces. 

 

Volunteer(s) will live in a host family or volunteer's flat with shared kitchen, toilet and 

bathroom. Also volunteer(s) will have access to the land line phone in their accommodation. 

Internet can be accessed in the internet cafes and wi-fi spots in the city, also some volunteer 

flats have internet access at individual basis. Depending on the district of the city where 

volunteer will live he/she can reach the center by foot or by public transportation. 

Volunteer(s) will receive pocket money, food and local transportation allowance from our 

"contact point for EVS" - ADVIT Moldova.  

 

Normally volunteer(s) is/are picked up by the mentor(s) and is brought to the place of the 

accommodation. For better adaptation ADVIT provides volunteer(s) with on-arrival 

orientation, volunteer(s) receive map of the city, dictionary, intensive language course and 

are enrolled to on-arrival training. ADVIT also arranges first meeting at the Journalism 

Center in order to get to know the Journalism Centre, staff, beneficiaries, activities also to 

discuss rights and responsibilities of the volunteer(s) and the schedule of volunteer's working 

week.  

 

IJC is situated downtown; there are many ways to travel to its location: by public 

transportation, including minibuses, or even to walk, if a person likes walking and his/her 

apartment is located in neighbourhood. The IJC is located in an old building that does not 

have an elevator and other facilities that would facilitate the persons with disabilities access. 

Volunteers will have their own workplace, including a computer, a table, access to Internet. 

 

There are a number of cafeteria around as well as supermarkets where volunteer can have 

his lunch. The volunteer will work mainly at the Independent Journalism Center (Sciusev Str 

53) and once a week at the Chisinau School of Advanced Journalism (Tighina 49 Str). 

Working time: from 9.00 to 17.00  

 

At the Center volunteer(s) will be supported by his/her supervisor, who will help him/her to 

find his/her place in the organisation, supervisor is the person that will answer all the 

questions that a volunteer will have. Volunteer stays in close contact with all the staff 

members, participates in weekly staff meetings, takes part in off work activities with staff 



members. Volunteer is provided with work place, has a computer and access to Internet.  

 

Volunteer is supported by his/her supervisor who speaks English. Volunteer is always in 

contact with his/her supervisor. Even though Centre has a very busy work schedule and 

many activities to implement, volunteer can ask for additional day off upon his/her request. 

If volunteer works more than 7 hours per day due to some special event organized by 

Centre, volunteer can ask for a shorter work shift the next day. 

 

Team of Independent Journalism Centre is supporting volunteer in his/her work and also 

involves volunteer in non-formal activities, for example we go out together to concerts or art 

exhibitions often. 

 

 

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES FOR EVS VOLUNTEERS: 

The proposed activities for the volunteer are:  

 

- supporting the IJC staff in preparing the weekly discussion club meetings at the Chisinau 

School of Advanced Journalism. The volunteer will help the academic coordinator with 

developing the agenda, inviting guests, moderating these informal discussions on various 

topics. The working language is English,... 

MOTIVATION AND EVS EXPERIENCE 

Independent Journalism Centre (IJC) team conducts a variety of events on local, national 

and international level aimed at supporting the independent media and journalism standards. 

Thus, on one hand volunteers have the possibility to be involved in many interesting projects 

and to learn more about our work. On another hand, the institution gather experience in 

working in international environment and establishes long term partnerships with different 

countries from Europe. 

 

Based on this good practice (we have been hosting international volunteers with help of our 

"contact point for EVS" - ADVIT Moldova since 2006), we would like to continue hosting 

volunteers and to provide opportunities for young people to develop their competences and 

abilities. 

 

We see EVS volunteers as a link between the local community and the international 

community, between local customs, traditions, perceptions and fundamental European 

values. We think that both sides will benefit from the EVS programme: the EVS volunteers 

and people from the local community. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANISATION 

The Independent Journalism Center (IJC) is a non-governmental organization (NGO) that 

provides assistance to journalists and media institutions in the Republic of Moldova. IJC sees 

its mission in supporting professional journalism and aims at contributing to the 

consolidation of a qualitative, independent and impartial press. 



 

Our main activities are:  

- Media Law and Policy: offers consulting services in the field of media legislation, offers in-

court representation, provides legislation analysis/expertise, monitors abuses of the freedom 

of expression and the rights of journalists; 

- Assistance and Professionalization of Media: Works out and implements training programs 

for journalists and trainers from different media, participation of foreign and local experts, 

administers different journalistic competitions, organizes annual survey "Ten Journalists of 

the Year"; 

- Training: works out and implements IJC Graduate Journalism Program - the Chisinau 

School of Advanced Journalism (www.scoaladejurnalism.md); 

- Research and Publications: publishes a biannual analytical bulletin Mass Media in the 

Republic of Moldova, in Romanian, Russian and English, manages content of the web portal 

Moldova Azi (www.azi.md), commissions surveys and polls on relevant issues, etc., offers 

journalists Internet access and a library that contains around 50 publications from the 

Republic of Moldova and special literature from abroad; 

 

IJC also hosts the Press Club, meetings which are organized together with the Committee for 

Press Freedom. 

 


